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INTRODUCTION


After Jesus had made His triumphant entry into Jerusalem, He made a prophetic comment: The stones of the Temple would be torn down one by one. The Disciples asked Him, “Tell us…when will this happen, and what will be the sign of your coming and of the end of the age?” In the words that follow, Jesus will answer both questions—one that refers to the destruction of the Temple and the other that refers to the signs of the end time. However, He did not answer the “when” question. Let us examine what He had to say.
I. THE FIRST SIGN—FALSE PROPHETS
1. This first sign reappears throughout Matthew 24 (vv. 5, 11, 24-26).

2. These false prophets specifically claim to be the Messiah and seek to lead the disciples of Jesus Christ to follow them.

The messages of these false prophets would deceive many followers. Others would lose confidence in God’s Word, leading to a loss of spiritual power. (See Acts 5 & 8.)
II. THE SECOND SIGN—WARS
1. “Hear” and “rumor” are the same word in the original language, meaning to hear reports of wars being fought “there” and the danger of war coming here.

2. Jesus offers two encouraging statements about such concern:

(1) “See to it that you are not alarmed.”

(2) “Such things must happen, but the end is still to come.”

Jerusalem faced the threat of war after not allowing Caligula’s statue to be erected in the Temple. They lived in fear that his forces might attack & force them to comply. 
III. THE THIRD SIGN—FAMINES (AND PESTILENCE)

1. As we know from the Korean War, famine often follows war.
2. We also know that famine often is joined by pestilence, or uncontrollable disease.

During this famine, there will be no food available for purchase—hence, no hope of survival. War, famine, disease,  death! What a horrible fate Jerusalem was facing!
IV. THE FOURTH SIGN—EARTHQUAKES

1. Earthquakes were commonplace in and around Jerusalem.
2. They destroyed Phrygia, Laodicea, Hierapolis, & Colosse during Nero’s reign.

Earthquakes also shook and damaged Jerusalem from time to time. As you may recall, one occurred on the morning of Jesus’ Resurrection.
CONCLUSION


Jesus’ prophecy of what awaited Jerusalem came to pass 40 years later. It happened within the generation of those who heard Him (see v. 34). Most would be alive to experience these four signs. Interestingly, these same signs are associated with the Second Coming, or the end time. Jesus reminds His hearers: “These are the beginning of birth pains.” These sufferings are mild compared to what is to come. He reminds us to “watch out that no one deceives us.” The people of Jerusalem refused to follow the Prince of Peace and experienced these disasters without God’s presence. We are invited to follow the Prince of Peace as well. Will you do it? Or will you also face these disasters alone?
